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State Housing Commission - 
Mr J.R. Quigley, Chairman. 
Mr F.M. Logan, Minister for Housing and Works. 
Mr R.F. Thomas, Acting Director General, Department of Housing and Works. 
Mrs R.F. Bradley, Executive Director, Financial Services. 
Mr G. King, Manager, Financial Technology and Reporting. 
Mr M.G. Bradshaw, Chief of Staff, Office of the Minister for Housing and Works. 
The CHAIRMAN:  This estimates committee will be reported by Hansard staff.  The daily proof Hansard will 
be published at 9.00 am on Monday. 
Members may raise questions about matters relating to the operations and budget of the off-budget authority.  
Off-budget authority officers are recognised as ministerial advisers. 
It is the intention of the Chairman to ensure that as many questions as possible are asked and answered and that 
both questions and answers are short and to the point.  The minister may agree to provide supplementary 
information to the committee, rather than asking that the question be put on notice for the next sitting week.  For 
the purpose of following up the provision of this information, I ask the minister to clearly indicate to the 
committee which supplementary information he agrees to provide and I will then allocate a reference number.  If 
supplementary information is to be provided, I seek the minister’s cooperation in ensuring that it is delivered to 
the committee clerk by 17 June 2005, so that members may read it before the report and third reading stages.  If 
the supplementary information cannot be provided within that time, written advice is required of the day by 
which the information will be made available.  Details in relation to supplementary information have been 
provided to both members and advisers and accordingly I ask the minister to cooperate with those requirements. 
I caution members that if a minister asks that a matter be put on notice, it is up to the member to lodge the 
question on notice with the Clerk’s office.  Only supplementary information that the minister agrees to provide 
will be sought by 17 June 2005.  
Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  I refer to page 941.  Will the minister provide details of the Aboriginal Housing Board 
funds for urban-village construction in the 2005-06 program? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN:  I thank the member.  The line item the member is referring to is the first listed under 
completed works.  A significant amount of money has been set aside for village construction; in fact, a total of 
$43.5 million has been set aside for indigenous dwellings in remote areas.  Village communities refers to remote 
communities.  In 2005-06 a total of 90 new dwellings will be built across the state.  It is anticipated that a total of 
146 dwellings will be completed in 2005-06.  I am happy to provide the member with a list of where the 
dwellings will be constructed. 
The urban construction is not village construction as such.  A total of 33 dwellings will be constructed for rental 
housing.  They will be specifically allocated to indigenous people and built in 2005-06.  They will be built in 
urban locations within the following regions: seven in the southern region; five in the south west; two in the 
goldfields; one in the mid-west; three in the Pilbara; eight in the Kimberley; and seven in the wheatbelt.  In 
addition to that, a further 146 will be completed in similarly remote locations over the next financial year.   

Mr M.J. COWPER:  I refer to the completed works at page 941.  Is it possible to obtain supplementary 
information detailing the actuals?  The budget papers do not contain actuals for this authority.  Is there any 
reason that cannot be provided through supplementary information? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  There are two answers to the question.  As the member knows, the State Housing 
Commission is an off-budget organisation which, from time to time, can be examined by the estimates process.  
However, because it is an off-budget organisation, its financial details are not set out in the budget papers in the 
same way as the financial details of the on-budget departments.  It is also a matter of timing.  We are not at 30 
June yet, so the normal financial data is not yet available.  The end of the financial year is when the actuals for 
the department’s own internal purposes are defined.  However, they are not normally put into these papers.   

[11.40 am] 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  What will be the total accommodation capacity as a result of the completed works?  

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  Is that of the completed works on page 941?  I am trying to understand what the member is 
after.  Does the member want to know the total accommodation capacity of the State Housing Commission, or 
the accommodation capacity of the build program and the upgrade program under completed works?  The State 
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Housing Commission has a total of 40 000 units and houses.  If the member wants the build program for 
Aboriginal housing, crisis accommodation, etc, we would need to provide that as supplementary information.   

Mr M.J. COWPER:  If that would be possible, please. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  We will provide the member with supplementary information about where the 
accommodation is located and whether it is Aboriginal housing, crisis care accommodation, etc.  Does the 
member want it broken down in that way? 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  Yes, please.  I have been doing some homework on last year’s estimates and I am unable 
to make any comparison between last year’s figures and this year’s figures, hence the question.  It impinges upon 
questions that were asked by Hon Tom Stephens, and others.   

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  If the member is looking specifically at Aboriginal housing - 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  It is not specifically Aboriginal housing.  It is housing in general, but it includes 
Aboriginal housing, which is most important.   

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  The information that we will provide to the member by way of supplementary information 
relates to page 941, State Housing Commission, and the completed works line items, specifically the total 
number of accommodation units provided by the State Housing Commission, with a breakdown into Aboriginal 
housing, crisis accommodation and the various other components of State Housing Commission accommodation.  
We will provide that information for both this year and last year.  I think that will answer the member’s question. 

[Supplementary Information No B34.]  
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I refer to page 942, new works, construction and purchase of houses.  I refer also to the 
first paragraph on page 941, which states -  

The 2005-06 construction and refurbishment program continues to be strong, with commencements 
expected to be 1,908 units.  This incorporates 250 properties, as part of the regional upgrade strategy to 
replace or upgrade ageing stock to deliver more appropriate housing in country areas.  

I would like to know where those 250 properties in country areas will be located.  That can be provided by way 
of supplementary information if the minister likes.  I am referring specifically to the construction and purchase 
of homes in Bunbury and the south west area.  I understand that about 600 people are on the waiting list for state 
housing in Bunbury, and that the backlog goes back to 2001, which means that people need to wait for about 
four years for state housing.  The figure for total cost of capital works program on page 942 is $992 million in 
2005-06.  From then on, in the forward years, it goes downwards.  Bearing in mind the urgent need for 
accommodation and the fact that it takes about four years to get off the waiting list, how does that amount of 
funding relate to trying to alleviate that problem?   

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  The member has raised some important points.  Currently about 12 000 people are on the 
waiting list. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Is that overall? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  Yes.  A person who came onto the waiting list now would need to wait for about four years 
to receive accommodation.  I do not have the specific figures for Bunbury in terms of the size of the waiting list 
and the timing -  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I think the approximate figure is about 600.  Do not quote me on that, but I think that is 
right.   

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  I have asked Mr Thomas and he concurs that it is about 600.  I cannot provide information 
at this stage of how that translates into timing for people who want to access a Homeswest home in Bunbury.  
The regional managers would have that information.  The build program for Homeswest is complex.  It is not 
simply the expansion of existing stock.  It is also the refurbishment of existing stock and putting into place the 
government’s strategy of holding one Homeswest home to every nine private homes.  Refurbishment programs 
are under way in Southwell; in Balga and Girrawheen under the New North program; and in Queens Park.  
Those programs involve not only the refurbishment of existing properties, but in many cases the bulldozing of 
properties and the construction of new properties, or the sale of the land on which those properties were located.  
That means that the housing stock is fluid. The refurbishment program in this state is the largest and most 
dynamic in Australia.  We are leading the way in public housing refurbishment and renewal.  However, the result 
is that the housing stock actually declines during the refurbishment period, and it then grows as the new housing 
building program catches up with the housing lots that have been sold off.  In 2004-05, our total housing stock 
was on the decline, but in 2005-06 we will be catching up and actually expanding our total housing stock.  
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[11.50 am] 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I have a further question for clarification.  Is the minister suggesting that the cost of the 
capital works program is decreasing in 2006-07, 2007-08 and 2008-09 because housing stocks are catching up 
with the numbers required, even though there is a four-year waiting list? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN:  It is a little more complex than that, as it is also about land availability.  When those figures 
were compiled, they were based on assumptions of land availability for building further housing stock.  Even 
recently we have purchased more land.  The member will see that the expenditure in the forward estimates will 
increase.  When we come to discuss this budget next year, the member will find those figures will have increased 
for next year and in the out years, hopefully on the basis that land has become available and we can expend more 
money on increasing our housing stock.  However, it is mostly dictated by the availability of land. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  However, the minister anticipates the funding will not be there and there will be an 
increase in funds. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN:  We would expect those figures will change because the expenditure will increase for the 
expansion of Homeswest stock. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I have a further question, Mr Chair. 
The CHAIRMAN:  I have five questions.  I do not think I can allow a further question.  The member will have 
to go back onto the list, as five members are waiting. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  It is relating to the same one. 
The CHAIRMAN:  It will have to be the last one, as I have five members awaiting the call and 10 minutes to 
go. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Yes, Mr Chairman.  In referring to the construction and purchase of houses, people are 
on the waiting list and in urgent need of accommodation.  The Bunbury program in the Withers and Carey Park 
area has for some reason been at a standstill for 18 months now.  What is the department doing to alleviate those 
urgent accommodation needs? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN:  The crisis accommodation? 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Or priority accommodation. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN:  I will refer to one area, Dalyellup, in which we have had great success. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I can take that as supplementary information, Mr Chairman, if that helps with the time 
factor. 
The CHAIRMAN:  It is not really the same issue, so it was not really a further question.   
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I am happy to take it as supplementary information. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN:  I just refer to the fact that we are having a great deal of success with the purchase and 
redevelopment of public housing in the Dalyellup area as a way of attempting to alleviate the pressure in 
Bunbury on the public housing stock.  If the member likes, we can provide by way of supplementary information 
a briefing note on our build capacity for public housing in Bunbury, as I have been doing that for other members 
as well.  I will provide information on the future build estimates and the existing public housing capacity, and I 
think from that the member should be able to work most things out. 
[Supplementary Information No B35.] 
Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I refer the minister to the third paragraph on page 941, which relates to the community 
housing program under the mental health strategy.  Since I will get only one question, can the minister also 
address the question of other special needs housing; for example, the needs of seniors and the change in 
demographics, such as the number of children people have?  What is the department’s planning process for 
special needs in community housing, mental health and seniors? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN:  I thank the member for Girrawheen for the question.  Being aware of the time, I will briefly 
give her some information.  The State Housing Commission works very closely with the Department of Health 
to put into practice the recommendations of the mental health strategy.  There is a provision for approximately 
160 units costing in the vicinity of $24 million under a number of new housing models to be implemented in the 
next four years.  In 2005-06, $6 million has been allocated to the construction of 40 units to be commenced this 
year, and they will be spread across the three metropolitan regions.  With respect to accommodation for the aged, 
normally we are in the process of building units that are specific to the needs of aged residents.  One of the issues 
that I have been raising with the Department of Housing and Works from my own perspective is something that 
is of critical need; that is, the type of accommodation that can be made available for aged Aboriginal residents.  
They have specific needs.  They cannot go into the normal mainstream accommodation for the aged because 
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they are frightened.  They are culturally sensitive to those types of accommodation.  Members will not find 
Aboriginal people in normal, mainstream accommodation for the aged in Perth because they just do not feel at 
home there.  So that is a real specific need, particularly with respect to the safety of aged Aboriginal people and 
their ability to control their own lives, rather than having them controlled by family members.  That is something 
that we are really pushing in the Department of Housing and Works, particularly in remote and regional areas. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  Further to that point - 

The CHAIRMAN:  No, sorry.  The member for Murray can have the call later when we get to him.  The 
member for Kimberley has been waiting and she has the call. 

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  Thank you, and very patiently, I might add.  I refer to the various new capital works under 
the Aboriginal housing budget on page 942.  Will the minister give me a breakdown of where the $57.75 million 
will be going and, specifically, whether the Kimberley is included in that budget?  Further to that, how many 
Homeswest properties will be constructed or refurbished in Western Australia in 2005-06 and which ones will be 
relevant to the Kimberley and central Kimberley?  Finally -  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Oh! 

The CHAIRMAN:  Members!  The member for Bunbury had unlimited time to ask questions.  I do not think he 
should interrupt the member for Kimberley while she is asking hers. 

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  Thank you, Mr Chairman.  I appreciate the protection of the Chair from these nasty 
people! 

The CHAIRMAN:  I am sure the member for Kimberley does not need it.  I ask her to just continue in view of 
the time. 

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  I am really happy to take the minister’s answer as supplementary information.  I think that 
would be appropriate at this time. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  I will provide information on the Homeswest properties to be constructed and refurbished, 
particularly with respect to the Kimberley -  

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  And central Kimberley, please. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  And central Kimberley, by way of supplementary information, as that will assist in the 
sharing of the allotted time.  The $57.57 million Aboriginal housing budget includes the upgrading, construction 
and maintenance of essential services infrastructure in remote Aboriginal communities across Western Australia.  
The sorts of projects that we are considering in the 2005-06 budget include construction of a new power station; 
sealing internal roads; water, power and waste reticulation at the Blackstone community out there in the far 
western desert; sealing internal roads at the Kundat Djaru, or Ringer’s Soak, Aboriginal community; 
construction of a waste water disposal system at the Nullagunda community, Gibb River; upgrading the power 
station at the Wirrimanu Aboriginal community, Balgo; upgrading power reticulation for the Yungngora 
community at the Nookanbah station; and a water supply upgrade at Lombadina, of which the member for 
Kimberley would be well aware.  There will also be a program of maintenance of power, water and waste water 
infrastructure in a total of 71 communities across Western Australia because we can actually use part of the 
funding on services other than direct assets, such as buildings.  There will also be six-weekly service runs, a 
breakdown repair service and four-weekly water testing, all of which is critical to the existence of those remote 
communities. 

The CHAIRMAN:  I will ascribe No B36 to that additional information that the minister has undertaken to 
supply. 

[Supplementary Information No B36.] 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Based on the commission’s policy to integrate public housing within so-called upmarket 
suburbs such as Subiaco Centre and so on - I might say a policy that has caused a bit of angst on both sides - 
would it be the commission’s objective to be in the market for one of the blocks that will be bulldozed when 
Rose Hancock’s Prix d’Amour goes down and some public housing may turn up? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  What a stupid question.  Ask a serious question. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  It is a serious question.  You have had your chance. 

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  If you want a soapbox, mate, you should go to the back. 
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Mr F.M. LOGAN:  I will quickly answer that question.  I am on the public record in the western suburbs Post 
newspaper welcoming the expansion of Homeswest homes in the western suburbs.  I have indicated quite clearly 
on the public record that that is where I live and I do not care whether Homeswest homes are constructed around 
the corner from where I live. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  You might not, but a lot of people do, minister. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  In talking to my neighbours and a significant number of people in the western suburbs, it is 
obvious to me that they do not have a problem with Homeswest being located there.  I now move to the principle 
of this matter.  Why locate Homeswest homes in areas in which the value of the block or property could clearly 
provide maybe five, six or seven houses in another area?  It is a matter of considering what makes an area.  What 
is a community?  Is a community made up of stereotypical groups of individuals, such as only wealthy people in 
the western suburbs?  That area has never been like that.  This government would not encourage those suburbs 
comprising only one type of people; it encourages communities to comprise people from all walks of society and 
all colours of society.  The most critical aspect of location, regardless of wealth, class status or cultural 
background, is people’s access to transport and services.  The western suburbs has good locations and good 
nodes of transport and services.  I give the member for Murdoch the example of Claremont.  The marshalling 
yards in Claremont are completely unused, and they should be used for better purposes - namely, to provide 
housing.  Should we provide housing for only wealthy people in Claremont?  No.  Housing should be provided 
for all people.  That is one area the government is considering, in conjunction with the Town of Claremont, to 
provide Homeswest homes.  The other western suburb to be looked at carefully is Swanbourne at the sites of the 
former Swanbourne secondary school and the former Swanbourne primary school, which is literally around the 
corner from where I live.  The government will consider social housing in Swanbourne as well.  This is part of 
the one-in-nine policy; that is, ensuring that there is one Homeswest home for every nine private homes 
regardless of the wealth or culture of a suburb.  No, the government probably will not be looking at Rose 
Porteus’s home. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  There are 10 blocks, minister. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  That is because of the cost, which is just a little bit outside our budget. 

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  That was great, minister! 

The CHAIRMAN:  That concludes consideration of the State Housing Commission.  That also completes the 
committee’s consideration of the estimates. 

Committee adjourned at 12.00 pm 

__________ 
 


